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America, our minister in London, Mr. Pinckney, was engaged
in claiming from the English ministry a repeal of their Orders
in Council, upon the ground of the French declaration of Au-
gust 5, 1810, and was receiving in substance the answer
which has already been recapitulated. This discussion lasted
from, the middle of August, 1810, until the last of February,
1811, when Mr. Pinckney, convinced that nothing could be
done, asked for an audience of leave from the Prince Regent,
which was granted on the 1st of March, and he prepared to
return home. But, before his departure, the appointment of
Mr. Foster as minister plenipotentiary to the United States
was announced to him, with the intimation, however, that Mr.
Foster, while instructed to adjust, if possible, all matters of
difference with the United States, would not be authorized to
relinquish any of the principles on which the British Grovern-
ment held it to be impossible for them to repeal their Orders
in Council under the conditions which they understood to
have been dictated by France. They desired, they said, to re-
linquish those orders whenever it could be done without involv-
ing the sacrifice of their essential maritime rights and interests.
Meanwhile, in the absence of satisfactory proof that the
French Decrees had been repealed, more than twenty-five
American vessels, with their cargoes, were condemned by the
English Admiralty Court, in May and June of that year (1811),
for violation of the Orders in Council. Other occurrences
tended to increase the popular irritation against England on
this side of the Atlantic. In May, a conflict took place be-
tween our frigate the President and the British cruiser the
Little Belt. This affair was the counterpart of that of the
Chesapeake and the Leopard; but, in this instance, the superi-
ority of force was on our side, and the combat grew out of an
attempt by our frigate to ascertain the nationality of the Little
Belt. "When, therefore, Mr. Foster arrived in Washington, in
July, 1811, he had to deal with the cases of the Chesapeake
and the Little Belt, the grievances arising from the impress-
ment of seamen out of our vessels, the demand of our Govern-
ment for a repeal of the Orders in Council, and other topics 'of
serious difference. The great obstacles to any adjustment,- how-
ever, were found in the right of search insisted on b^ Great